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As part of the two-week 2011 Summer 
School "Correlations: Law, Language, and 
Culture," representatives of high-profile 
(I)NGOs dealing with censorship, artistic 
expression, and human rights, an Iranian-
born human right activist and cartoonist, as 
well as renowned scholars will be visiting the 
University Osnabrück to engage with 
Summer School participants and to hold a 
special public evening panel discussion at 
the Kreishaus on Saturday, August 13, 
2011. A central focus of the two-week 
summer school will be on the ways that the 
law has negotiated concepts of “human 
rights” and how rights to freedom of 
expression sometimes conflict with cultural 
claims. The panel "Innovation, Collaboration 
& Human Rights," organized by Todd Lester 
(freeDimensional) and Dr. Sabine N. Meyer 
(IfAA), complements this research focus by 
bringing together scholars, artists, and 
(I)NGOs to discuss the ways that censorship  

          has emerged as a critical human rights 
concern in the 21st century. It also reflects on the innovative strategies and collaborations, 
both institutional as well as technological, human rights activists need to engage in in order 
to facilitate the production and distribution of art. Such a discussion is particularly timely 
considering the recent political development in the Arab world, also commonly referred to as 
the "Arab Spring." 
 
Thus, the special public evening panel discussion in the Kreishaus offers an opportunity to 
hear firsthand about the precarity of censorship and exile from an artist who is currently 
experiencing such a situation and about the innovations and collaborations NGOs are 
devising and engaging in to redress artistic censorship through transnational networks and 
artist residency spaces. A special interest will be taken in the role that the law has played in 
both protecting individual creative freedoms, as well as the law's potential to erode and 
destroy fundamental human rights.  
 
The evening is a highlight of the Summer School and of particular importance for engaging 
the wider public in a topic that is timely and of great interest. In contrast to the other events in 
the context of the Summer School (plenary and focus lectures, all of which are also open to 
the public), the evening on "Innovation, Collaboration & Human Rights" features both 
scholars who have specialized in human rights as well as stakeholders outside the academy 
who approach the problem of censorship and artistic expression from a pragmatic 
perspective. To underscore the ways that censorship remains a global, transnational 
problem, which presents a particular complex of problems from a legal perspective, the 
evening includes participants from Iran/France, United Kingdom, Denmark, and the United 
States. 
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Participants include: 
 
Todd Lester, the founder of freeDimensional (fD) and more recently the Creative Resistance 
Fund. freeDimensional is a New York City based NGO that manages a global network of 
artist residency spaces to accommodate artists and creative producers who have been 
persecuted for their work. Since freeDimensional’s inception in 2003, the organization has 
established regional hubs for managing artists in distress in New York City, São Paulo, 
Berlin, Cairo, and Pondicherry (India), and it has hosted more than 100 artist/activists in its 
Creative Safe Haven program and helped over 200 with related services. Before launching 
freeDimensional, Todd Lester served as Information & Advocacy Manager for the 
International Rescue Committee in Sudan. He is also an active advisor to several 
residencies, artist-led projects and networks – Res Artis, Gardarev, Sangam House, Pirogue 
Collective of Gorée Institute, Guapamacátaro Interdisciplinary Residency in Art and Ecology, 
HomeBase Project, Esthétique & Handicap, the Flux Factory’s diversity committee, and a 
planning committee for the Rockwood Leadership Institute’s Arts & Culture Fellowship – a 
regular contributor to The Art & Democracy Project, nominator to the Prince Claus Fund for 
Culture & Development, and serves as a Senior Fellow at the World Policy Institute. In 2006, 
Todd Lester received the Peace Corps Fund Award for his work starting freeDimensional; 
was named ‘Architect of the Future’ by the Waldzell Institute in 2008; and selected as a 
delegate to The Opportunity Agenda's 2011 Creative Change summit. 
 
Kianoush Ramezani, an Iranian-born cartoonist, journalist, and activist, who had to seek 
political asylum in France because of his artistic involvement in the Iranian green movement 
and in the CRN, the Cartoonists Rights Network International, an international human rights 
organization focused on the freedom of expression and editorial cartoonists in the world. 
Kianoush Ramezani's cartoons are politically motivated, explicitly criticizing infringements on 
human rights, such as the death penalty and the curtailment of artistic freedom of 
expression. The appearance of his cartoons in the press and in numerous exhibitions in Iran 
led to problems with Iranian censorship and forced him to seek for new outlets for his art 
outside Iran.  
 
Oliver Spencer, Senior Communications and Advocacy Officer of Article 19, a INGO fighting 
for all hostages of censorship, defending dissenting voices, and campaigning against laws 
and practices that silence since 1987. Article 19 derives its name from Article 19 of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights focusing on freedom of expression and information. 
With offices in London, Bangladesh, Brazil, Kenya, Mexico, and Senegal, and in 
collaboration with 90 partners across the world, Article 19 strengthens national capacities 
and builds or reforms institutions and policies to protect transparency and the free flow of 
information. 
 
Helle Porsdam, Professor of American Studies and American History at the SAXO Institute 
at the University of Copenhagen, Denmark. Her primary research interests are focused on 
American culture and intellectual history, the role of law in American history and culture, 
American constitutionalism, the relationship between law and politics in the US and Europe, 
and the cultural role of human rights. Helle Porsdam is the author of several books and 
numerous articles on law, culture, and literature in Europe and the U.S., among them Legally 
Speaking: Contemporary American Culture and the Law (1999), Fra pax Americana til lex 
americana: En diskussion af dansk retliggørelse som en påvirkning fra USA (From Pax 
Americana to Lex Americana: A Discussion of Danish Legalization as an Influence from the 
United States, 2002); Copyright and Other Fairy Tales: Hans Christian Andersen and the 
Commodification of Creativity (2006); and, most recently, From Civil to Human Rights: 
Dialogues on Law and Humanities in the United States and Europe (2009). 
 
The aforementioned panelists will be moderated by the Summer School director, Prof. Dr. 
Peter Schneck, Chair of American Studies at the Institute of English and American Studies 
at the University of Osnabrück (IfAA). 


