
RE: Invitation to Participate in COL:LAB

Delivered by email: 

January 27, 2012

Musagetes and freeDimensional invite you to join us on Wasan Island in the 
Canadian Muskokas for a period of deep collaboration and creative 
exchange with a select group of foundation colleagues who share an 
interest in the pivotal role of arts and culture in society and in supporting 
artists acting within and on behalf of their communities. The Breuninger 
Stiftung is generously providing their beautiful retreat facility for this 
convening as part of freeDimensional’s COL:LAB initiative from July 6-13, 
2012.

COL:LAB takes the concept of an artist residency and expands it 
conceptually to address the needs of collaborative teams creating arts-
based responses to international, regional and local societal challenges and 
socio-political situations. During this week in July, representatives of 
various cultural, human rights and social justice networks, organizations 
and movements will shape collaborative initiatives with their peers. The 
funder convening will be a central component of the COL:LAB event and we 
hope that both the idyllic environment and the inspirational context of 
working alongside and interacting with leaders in the cultural, human rights 
and social justice sectors in a context free of solicitation will create a fertile 
space for discussion and collaboration amongst these leading foundations.   

As a funder and an institution engaged in building healthy societies, 
Musagetes is committed to the pivotal role of the arts in society. In its 
Manifesto, Musagetes has articulated an ambition to speak globally with a 
message beyond that which touts culture and art as a fundamental pillar of 
sustainable cities, of resilient communities, and of a healthy society. We 
want to talk about the arts as being fundamental to addressing the faultlines 
of society, to building an environmentally resilient, aesthetically beautiful 
and socially just world. We believe this is only possible when the arts are 
fully integrated into all aspects of our world: business, politics, economics, 
urban design, systems of production and distribution, mobility, and 
measures of progress. The arts, constantly pushing for redefinition, enable 
us to think critically, to overcome alienation, and to make sense of an 
increasingly complex world. Too often the arts punctuate our lives rather 
than wholly encompassing us, allowing us to forget that culture is a basic 
need.



For its part, freeDimensional promotes a creative social practice that has a 
direct benefit to the safety of frontline knowledge and culture workers.  fD’s 
institutional form of horizontal network (spanning some 80 countries) 
means that they see and experience emergent trends — aesthetic, issue-
based, and modes of marginalization — that begin in one location and 
migrate to other regions.

By bringing together a few carefully selected high-level funders of socially 
engaged artistic practices, we hope to explore common concerns and 
enthusiasms. Without predetermining an outcome for the meeting, we 
would have the rare opportunity to share, learn and develop actionable 
plans together. Of particular interest to the Musagetes Foundation is the 
possibility of creating a global voice for the arts that could augment current 
global movements against inequality and injustice (such as Occupy, 
indigenous or autonomy/self-determination (Maasai,etc.)).

This meeting is a unique opportunity for us to bring together the 
experience, knowledge and capacities of a significant group of foundations 
around issues of shared concern and to work together to uncover 
possibilities to further this important work.  Your participation in the 
meeting in no way will commit you to any programming or advocacy 
agenda.  We sincerely hope you will join us this summer.

Sincerely,

Shawn Van Sluys    Todd Lester
Executive Director, Musagetes  Founder, freeDimensional

CC:
Gertrude Flentge, Manager, International Culture Program, Doen Stichting
Michelle Coffey, Executive Director, Lambent Foundation
Paul van Paaschen, Programme Manager, Hivos
Christa Meindersma, Director, Prince Claus Fund
Ken Wilson, Executive Director, Christensen Fund
Aaron Levy, Executive Director, Slought Foundation
Edwin Torres, Associate Director, Rockefeller Foundation


