
To Whom It May Concern: 30 June 2013
Hi there … my name is Todd Lester.

When I first saw the 'open call' to work with the Ideological Guide at the Venice Biennial, I planned to 
propose an analysis of nationalism as seen through the filter of the Brazilian pavilion in 
juxtaposition to the on-the-ground feedback I've received while preparing for Lanchonete.org in São 
Paulo - over the past 5 years - with its focus on artist engagement in complex urban environments 
that are situated in proximity to epicenters of capital.  And, supposing that the fellowship would invite 
multiple pieces of writing, that is still a possible by-product.  

However, and given the recent Snowden Affair, I propose focusing specifically on the pavilions 
whose mother states have been either directly or indirectly involved in the cases of Bradley 
Manning, Julian Assange, and Edward Snowden as well as those evoked by speculation on 
Snowden's final destination.  In a moment when information activists are sacrificing their statehood 
(and their lives) in order to combat information asymmetry, and thus offering a tangible benefit to the 
nationals of multiple states simultaneously, I will dedicate my inquiry to their plight.

In order to write the feature piece, and inspired by a recent op-ed 'Snowden, Through the Eyes of a 
Spy Novelist', I will use equal elements of creative writing and reportage to (i) describe a fictitious 
bureaucratic position that I - the writer - will hold along with (ii) its mandate to rigorously interview 
representatives (going as high as possible) as to whether they would offer diplomatic refuge to 
Edward Snowden (or an equivalent figure) in their state pavilions at the Biennial.  Additionally, with 
its historical implication for Italy, via thinkers ranging from Machiavelli to Negri, the concept of  
'multitude' will serve as a thread work connecting the different forms of writing mentioned above.

The piece will acknowledge a collective global malaise and refer to the different forms of blowback 
against this 'state' of disbelief that transcends national borders to form a supra-state, binding 
together these featured individuals (in need of refuge) to 'multitudes' who are currently filling the 
streets of Cairo, Istanbul and the major cities of Brazil.  Thank you for reading my idea.

Sincerely, 
Todd Lester

OP-ED:
'Snowden, Through the Eyes of a Spy Novelist'
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/06/25/opinion/snowden-through-the-eyes-of-a-spy-novelist.html?_r=0

DEFINITION:
Multitude - http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Multitude
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