
Submission -- 'Round Hole, Square Peg' by Todd Lester

Images:
(1) Socket Wrench Condom package
(2) Socket Wrench Condom construction
(3) Socket Wrench Condom functionality
(4) Socket Wrench Condom application (guide)

* Images 1-4 accompanied by DVD loop (VHS transfer in progress)
* Audio files of radio transmissions are also available

(5) Coming Out, 2.0 (guide)

- Concepts A & B by Todd Lester
- Images 1-4 (collaboration w/ Beldan Sezen)
- Image 5 (collaboration w/ Niki Singleton)

Concept A, Socket Wrench [Images 1-4]:
I recently learned of a challenge by the Gates Foundation to Develop the Next 
Generation of Condom.  While the Gates Foundation is ostensibly a progressive, 
global health funder, their open call -- which attempts to engage the 'market' and 
competition in the design of a new condom and/or new condom marketing, and even 
evokes the goal of improved sensuality -- reads as a hetero-normative, scientific-
model constrained (and thus fraught) prospect for improving sexual health globally. 
Therefore, I proposed a condom design that emulates the feel of an uncircumcised 
penis by the bottom when worn by the top, thus offering a personal preference and 
non-scientific response that was not explicitly invited and transgressed the formal 
application format.  Further rationale is included in Image #4 as a part of the 'usage 
guide'.

While working on this project, I became nostalgic thinking about a project I did in 2002 
right after I finished my Peace Corps service in Cameroon as a practitioner rather than 
an artist, and at a time when I was married to a woman, and thus passing straight both 
physically and mentally.

While in the Peace Corps, I worked with organizations such as UNICEF and 
Population Services International (PSI) to make a community radio series on youth 
sexuality and related issues in the rural province where I was stationed. This led to my 
next job in Bangui making a radio spot and TV commercial for the rebranding of PSI's 
socially-marketed condom.  Over a month in the Central African Republic's capital, I 
produced a marketing campaign that consisted of radio and TV content and billboard 
images (in Sango and French); however just after I left civil war erupted and the 
marketing campaign was never used.  While I was designing the Next Generation 
Condom, I found this footage on VHS tape, as well as the cassette tapes of a youth 
radio series (on youth sexuality and other issues) that I produced in Cameroon, and 



which led to my work in the Central African Republic.

Variable Formats:
- The condom images are best exhibited in a large-format poster of the 'usage guide' 
- 2002 condom commercial plays on a loop adjacent to poster
- Audio files of radio programs (optional)
- Take-away copies of extended essay (expansion of personal statement) provided
- Workshops options:

(i) Engagement representative (e.g. Pato Hebert, Senior Education Associate) of The 
Global Forum on MSM & HIV, an initiative working worldwide against HIV for the 
health and human rights of men who have sex with men;
(ii) Interactive condom-making workshop with a 'maker' group - http://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Maker_culture.

Concept B, Coming Out 2.0 [Image 5]:
The 'guide' represented in 'Image 5' is an artistic campaign acknowledging familial 
homophobia (and related harassment) for which Facebook and other social media are 
delivery channels.  The campaign first featured on Facebook, and was transformed 
after which into the curriculum for a graphic noveling workshop that was piloted with 
stakeholders of the Ali Forney Center.

Variable Formats:
- Poster and/or take-away copies
- Variation on personal essay from Concept A distributed with take-away guides
- 2nd edition of graphic noveling workshop with youth service provider, e.g. Ali Forney 
Center or FIERCE.
- Discussion with Sarah Schulman whose book on the consequences of familial 
homophobia, The Ties that Bind served as an inspiration for the project.

Biography:
Todd Lester is an artist, advocate and producer/administrator.  His work was featured 
in the 2008 Dakar Biennial and in the 'parallel' of the 2009 Istanbul Biennial.  He has 
worked in leadership, advocacy and strategic communications roles at Reporters sans 
frontiers, the Astraea Lesbian Justice Foundation, and most recently  as the Executive 
Director of the Global Arts Corps, an organization that creates theatre to advance 
reconciliation in societies emerging from violent conflict. He founded freeDimensional, 
an organization that helps activists-in-distress by providing safe haven in artist 
residencies. Todd holds a Masters of Public Administration from Rutgers University 
and diplomas from the Summer School in Forced Migration at Oxford University and 
Film & Media Studies at the New School. Todd received the Peace Corps Fund Award 
for founding freeDimensional; was named Architect of the Future by the Waldzell 
Institute; and serves as a Senior Fellow at the World Policy Institute where he leads the 
Arts-Policy Nexus initiative. His new project, Lanchonete.org, is a 5-year experiment in 
artistic witnessing focused on a neighborhood in the center of São Paulo.  He is 



currently helping to spearhead Queer/Art, a new initiative to support ongoing efforts in 
mentorship, curatorial practice and networking for queer artists working in all 
mediums.

Todd's work at the intersection of art and public life is archived on 
http://www.artfuladministrator.wordpress.com. 
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