
Increasing the Impact of PSJP: Exploring Interrelationships with Arts & Culture 

1 
 

Increasing the Impact of Philanthropy for 
Social Justice & Peace: Exploring 
Interrelationships with Arts & Culture  

Why are we interested? 
The Working Group on Philanthropy for Social Justice and Peace 

(PSJP) exists to increase the impact of grant making for social justice 

and peace work. We do this by developing tools and practices to 

advance this field of work; shifting the narrative in philanthropy to 

place social justice and peace at the centre; and supporting a 

network for practitioners across the globe. 

Increasingly, practitioners of social justice and peace philanthropy 

are articulating and exploring intersections between arts & culture 

and social justice & peace building work. The testimonies on the 

sidebar from practitioners and advocates indicate recognition of the 

links between artistic & cultural expressions and a social justice & 

peace building agenda; and the opportunities presented by them to 

increase the impact of philanthropy for social justice and peace. 

Some of these opportunities articulated by PSJP practitioners 

include:- 

 Possibilities to transcend the normal and open up 
emotionally to new ideas and practices, to reach creative 
solutions for complex problems by breaking down the 
rational resistances of our minds 

 Opportunities to provide spaces for marginalised and 
unheard voices; or on issues that are taboo, contentious, 
risky, etc 

 Opportunities for provocation, interaction, engagement and 
influence, of audiences that would be extremely difficult to 
reach out to; that may not want to hear traditional 
messages, or that cannot be reached via traditional 
messaging 

 Opportunities for acknowledging, capturing and reflecting 
historical social justice struggles and issues 

 Opportunities for opening up spaces for healing in divided 
societies, for connections between people 

“Culture and artistic expression are part of the 

essence of social life and human 

existence.  Through the arts people 

can share complex ideas, troubling 

realities, previously unimagined 

concepts.   The arts can guide us in 

and out of our ‘comfort zones’ and 

familiar environments, and help us 

explore or, at least, become aware 

of strange, new, or uncomfortable 

issues.  The arts can provide 

wondrous new ways of seeing the 

world around us and beyond, and 

help us experience and appreciate 

the richness of different cultures.  I 

don’t think you can talk about social 

change or social justice – if that 

includes affecting changes in 

behavior, belief and attitude – 

without considering the cultural 

dimensions of the ways in which 

people experience and filter the 

world.  And artistic expression - 

voices, rhythms and visions – are 

tangible and visceral ways in which 

resistance to new influences may be 

mediated and change and 

adaptation can be shaped.” 

Suzanne Siskel, Asia Foundation 

(San Francisco, US) 

“Art is a prerequisite of making peace with 

oneself, before doing it with others.” 

Atallah Kuttab, SAANED (Amman, 

Jordan) 
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 Opportunities to address issues around traditional negative 
identities and stereotypes; building confidence within 
community members to express and be critical, and 
provide horizon widening and exposure tools for all 
members of a community 

In our conversations PSJP practitioners have also noted the role of 

arts and culture in relation to shifts in the Arab world; the use of 

arts, culture and sports in Africa as a medium to drive out 

messaging and the role of arts and culture in the women’s 

movement around the world, the Dalit movement in India and to 

speak up against human rights violations everywhere.  

Artists and cultural producers are also increasingly interested in 

social, political and peace building issues. There is therefore a 

momentum now on both sides (artists/activists using creativity to 

address social justice, human rights, peace building issues and 

philanthropy practitioners) to explore intersections between arts, 

culture and social justice more concretely. 

The gaps  
1. While there exists a mass of practitioners of PSJP 

interested in exploring the use of and support for arts 

and culture in the their philanthropic practice, there is 

still little organised information and knowledge about 

links with social justice and peace building work and 

the opportunities and challenges in funding this work. 

2. There is an absence of tools, evidence, knowledge of 

best practices and of a platform for philanthropy 

practitioners to learn from the peers in philanthropy as 

well as from artists and activists on the ground who are 

actively and successfully addressing human rights, 

social justice and peace building issues through their artistic and cultural productions. 

Next Steps 
In response to a call from PSJP practitioners to share learning and tools on the use of arts and culture to 

promote social justice and peacebuilding the Working Group is exploring this area of work- 

 To begin to stimulate and leverage conversation about how philanthropy can use arts and 

culture for social justice and peace work 

“Arts and drama shifts the whole being out of 

a cognitive domain into an affective 

one. By experiencing our world 

through art we transcend the 

normal categories of our experience 

that hem us into traditional ways of 

acting into a new possibility of being 

that is consonant with positive 

changes both in ourselves and in the 

wider universe.” Barry Knight, 

CENTRIS and Beatrice Webb 

Memorial Trust (Newcastle, UK) 

“Arts have sometimes been the very best way 

to communicate social justice 

ideas.” Stephen Pittam, formerly of 

Joseph Rowntree Charitable Trust 

(York, UK) 

“Art opens up a different part of our brains 

and allows for a different form of 

expression and a different and 

deeper connection between people. 

Moving out of the fully rational part 

of the brain creates new room for 

possibilities, creates the opportunity 

to think about things differently and 

come up with new kinds of solutions 

rather than repeating the same 

things that got us into the situation 

in the first place.  Working with art 

allows for great creativity - and also 

great vulnerability.” Linda Guinee, 

Interaction Institute for Social 

Change (Boston, US) 
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 Think about the role of the Working Group role in this and how to align this area of work within 

its current strategy of (1) building a global network, (2) supporting context-based regional 

strategies of the network, and (3) developing/collating tools to help improve the practice of PSJP 

To facilitate this we are pursuing the following next steps: 

1. Gather information through a survey to  

 establish a baseline of philanthropic engagement in this field 

 use the collated information to promote the development of a common platform for peer 
learning and support 
 

2. To produce a paper with research into existing practice, information and tools on the use of arts 
and culture for social justice and peacebuilding and the role of philanthropy in supporting it. The 
paper will explore the theoretical frameworks of this work, key pertinent issues, challenges, 
needs of the field, best practices in terms of impact and evaluation, examples, other working 
groups, institutes, organizations focusing on this intersection. 

 
3. To convene a group of artists/ activists and philanthropy practitioners using arts and culture for 

social justice and work with the following objectives: 
 

i. To provide a space to explore the many ways in which arts and culture in their entire 
diversity link with social justice and peace work to begin building a narrative that will 
help to showcase the value and value-add of arts and culture for increasing the impact 
of philanthropy for social justice and peace work. 
 

ii. To deliberate on some of the challenges related to funding arts and culture work both 
from the side of grant makers and grant receivers and explore opportunities for learning 
from best practices. 

 
iii. To examine the commonalities (without losing contextual specificities) in the ways arts 

and cultural expressions are being used for social justice and peace work in different 
parts of the world and explore opportunities for learning across regional divides. 

 
iv. To explore a shared agenda and action needed to grow philanthropic engagement with 

arts and culture as a strategy to achieve lasting impact on social justice and peace 
building work. 

 

 

For more information about the Working Group on PSJP visit http://www.p-sj.org/ or contact 

Chandrika Sahai (PSJP Network Coordinator) at chandrikasahai@gmail.com or Linda Guinee (PSJP 

Working Group Coordinator) at lguinee@interactioninstitute.org. 

http://www.p-sj.org/

