
 
	  

 
 
 
Artist Round Table on New Economies 
 
 
Curatorial Statement 
 
It was May 30th, 1983 when the “New Economy” found its way into the popular 
consciousness through a Time Magazine cover story by Charles P. Alexander. These 
were volatile times: on the heels of the 1979 oil shocks, high unemployment, and 
rapidly shifting interest rates, uncertainty dominated the public’s imagination as the 
Neo-Liberal policies of Reaganism and Thatcherism dramatically re-shaped the 
Western economy. Set in this context the transition to the New Economy, from heavy 
industry to a global information economy, offered a glimpse of hope that through 
technological advancement, we could build a future that would set us free.  
 
Alexander’s predictions of the New Economy felt prophetic as the Western economy 
became engulfed in the optimism of the 1990s dot-com boom. Yet when the bubble 
burst in 2000, it was evident that this economy, defined by an emphasis on 
immaterial and knowledge-based production, hadn’t fully transcended the challenges 
of the Old one. 
 
The term churned through decades, permuting its meaning as commentators tailored 
its vague utopianism to the context of the specific point on the business cycle. 
Today, as a generation of tech-freelancers walk around with supercomputers poking 
out of their Levis, one cannot doubt the novelty of today’s economy. Yet as 
unfettered inequality, daunting employment insecurity, and ecological degradation 
persist, one must also ask: what has actually changed? 
 
It is often artists who ask these questions. Marshal McLuhan believed that artists 
served as a kind of ‘distant early warning system,’ referencing cold war terminology 
to describe their ability to anticipate changes that others could not. Yet despite 
meaningful inquiry into various iterations of the New Economy, artistic production is 
easily reduced to an aesthetic complement to unquestioned dominant economic 
ideals; a window dressing on the superstore. 
 
What if an artist led the dialogue instead? At the Artist Round Table on New 
Economies, a panel featuring visual-artist Marilou Lemmens and three economic 
theorists, community builders, and activists will illuminate the underlying and 
inherited paradigms of our New Economy. Through the artist eyes the panel will 
examine the psychological and cultural experience of the new economy, asking not 
only what it means to be an economic entity in the New Economy but more 
importantly: what could it mean? 
 
 
(Scott Baker and Ross Curtner, 2015) 


